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Abstract 
  

            Infection of Meloidogyne javanica on tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum) showed an initial 
increase followed by a decrease in protein content of leaves in infected plants as compared to leaves from 
healthy plants. Increase in phenolic compounds was observed in leaves of infected plants while RNA and 
DNA showed a decrease as compared to the control values. Chlorophyll content of leaves from infected 
plants showed a decrease over control. The results are discussed in relation to the role of natural 
metabolites in disease resistance 


